Third Annual General Meeting

The following is the Presidents report for the second year of Athletics Masterton, (2002-03) and the notice of the Annual General Meeting.

Date:

  Monday 14th April

Time:

  7.30pm

Venue: 
 Sports Bowl, Clubrooms.

Agenda:   
 Presidents Report

                 
 Financial Report

                
 Election of Officers.



 Subscriptions for 2003-04 year.

                
 General Business

In early 2001, when Athletics Masterton first came into effect, there was some nervousness that we could successfully merge 3 sports into 1 club.  Any fears considered then have been dispelled now that we have successfully made it through our second year. The success of the amalgamation can be attributed to the hard work and shared attitude of the committee to ensure that administration is simplified.

I firmly believe that the organisation of the individual sports is quicker and easier now that the Athletics Masterton committee oversees club business and Sections just have to get on with the job of organising running, cycling and track and field events.

This second committee has worked together extremely well, which has made my role very easy.  To that extent I wish to thank:

Phil Faithfull


Chairperson

John Eccles



Treasurer

Mandy Burns-Graham

Secretary

Tony Price



Harrier Delegate

Tony Matthews


Cycling Delegate

Reece Trubshoe


Track and Field Delegate

Most of these people are prepared to continue in their role if re-elected; this is testament that the duties of the committee are not too onerous.

The committee has completed a number of projects throughout the year; hopefully most of you are aware of them, however I will list some of the achievements,

· Introduction of a smoke free policy.

· The production of club polo and tee shirts.

· Fund raising and purchasing of;

· New kitchen utensils

· Storage cabinets for the office

· A jones-orther counter for the accurate measurement of road courses.

There are still more ideas which have been discussed at committee meetings for the incoming committee to work on. These ideas generally come from member’s suggestions. So if you have any ideas let the committee know, I can’t guarantee everything will happen but I think common sense has prevailed so far.

Before I get to carried away I must remind everyone that the administrators from the committee and all the sections do their work on a voluntary basis. You may not agree with everything that occurs within a club but these people generally give up their time and do sacrifice some of their own participation for others because they believe in what they’re doing. The best way to help these people stay motivated is to lend some assistance occasionally when required. It is my opinion that the success of a club is achieved by the participation of all members not just the recognition of the fittest, strongest or fastest few.

The amalgamation was designed for more participation, I think we have achieved that. As we enter into our third year I can report that the club had a membership of 160 during 2002-03. Many enjoy the benefits of being able to participate in more than one sport and only having to join one club. However, it is also timely to remind members that our financial year commences on 1 April and subscriptions are now due again (these will be set at the AGM) and I expect them to be similar to the previous year. The benefits for people who renew their club membership are as follows;

· Membership ensures the clubs existence.

· Subscriptions help fund the facilities and provide new equipment for club members.

· The existence of a club ensures events are organised locally.

· Allows for participation in 3 sports for one subscription fee.

· Access to national and international events and information is easily available.

· Support for coaching and the sharing of ideas is available.

· The club provides the opportunity for members to compete, train and socialise with like-minded people.

· Membership offers reduced fees to competitors in the cross-country and road series events.

I am also pleased to announce that the club is in a healthy financial position. This position has been achieved by members of the three sports prior to amalgamation and has been continued with the current committee. The current committee has endeavoured to spend club funds wisely. While the club has a healthy reserve, we intend that this reserve be available for future club committees and members. Interest received from this reserve is used to maintain lower subscription fees, support for members competing in external events and maintaining club facilities and equipment. We do not wish to profit excessively from community charity trusts, fee-paying competitors or our sponsors. It is intended that our expenditure be closely matched to our income. In simple terms “any money we make goes back into our sport”. 

Many thanks is also extended to trusthouse, they allow the club to use

their website to post information.  Check out www.trusthouse.co.nz/sport

It is with disappointment that I acknowledge the difficulties being experienced within our Track and Field Section. The organisation of a section cannot be left to a few. The Harriers and Cycling sections appear to be functioning well with good club member support, however it must be remembered that it takes a solid effort by many to make these sections work, something that the Track and Field section does not enjoy. 

In closing I offer my congratulations to all the many club members for their efforts over the year. I express many thanks to all those who ran, jumped, threw, cycled, marshalled, time kept, recorded, made tea, gave results to the newspaper, internet or radio, marked courses, came last, came first, encouraged or just watched, our sport needs you all. And in conclusion I wish you well for the 2003-04 season and hope that you enjoy yourself and achieve any goals you set yourself. 

Graeme Butcher.

President

Athletics Masterton

Section Reports.

Track and Field

The season has been well treated with fine Wednesday evenings, only 2 nights were too wet to prevent the program being undertaken.

The annual section meeting was well attended, but unfortunately this did not continue into the year and the section suffered from a lack of regular adult helpers. Without the combined efforts of John Eccles, Len Francis and Reece Trubshoe the season’s events would not have been able to be undertaken. With 4 grades in the section, each grade requires at least one regular leader, unfortunately this was not possible. However, our thanks are extended to the few parents who helped from time to time where they could.

The weekly newsletter helped to keep everyone informed but it appeared that the change to Wednesday night was not as successful as hoped for and probably contributed reduced attendance at times. Some consideration is required regarding the night, which we meet. Tuesdays may be more acceptable.

A $1,000 grant from the Hillary commission allowed the section to have 2 coaches present prior to Christmas. Most evenings included some professional coaching. Carline McDonald (world age group mountain running champion) worked with under 7’s and Ray Goygen regularly travelled from Dannevirke (also bring Dannevirke competitors with him) to coach our members.

Len Frances initiated an adults group of track and field events which were well attended and provided a different competitive approach for those who attended. These events started at 6.45pm and did cause some distraction to our children’s events. This program while successful will need to be reviewed next year to ensure both children and adult competitors are catered for satisfactory. Again all that is needed is a few more regular helpers. Trusthouse is thanked for their sponsorship of the adult Track and Field events.

During next season I intend to reduce my involvement after many years service to the club, I am hoping some younger members will take up the challenge of organising these events. Without replacement personnel the section will cease to function viably.

Unfortunately many parents did not pay the club subscription for their children, which is required to help maintain the facilities and equipment of the section. Next year I suggest a nightly fee may need to be introduced to ensure these costs are covered.

The good news is that Reece is prepared to continue in his role of section delegate to Athletics Masterton.

In conclusion a message to all those with an interest in the sport, The section requires a new leader if the track and Field section is to continue. The requirements are motivation and a willingness to introduce and organise others. You can learn the basics of track and field as you go it’s not as intimidating as you think. If we don’t get a new leader our community will lose a valuable outlet for our children.

 John Eccles.

Treasurer.

Cycling Section

The last 12 months have been very busy for the cycling section, with weekly races being held on Tuesday nights during daylight saving and on Saturday afternoons during the rest of the year. Good attendance throughout has been achieved.

A new innovation was the Monday night ride for ladies and newer members with experienced riders also attended to pass on riding tips.

Once again a successful fun ride “The Avanti Tour of the Wairarapa”, was organised in tandem with the multi-sports club and resulted in a good contribution to club funds. Many club members also took part in fun rides in Martinborough, Masterton, Hastings, Featherston, Waipukarau, Dannevirke, Palmerston North and of course at the “Round the Lake” ride in Taupo we were very conspicuous in our club jerseys.

The Trust House sponsored “Tour of Wellington” held four stages in the Wairarapa and for the first time a local team comprising of Scott Lyttle, Hamish Morton, Peter James, Bill Van Woerkom, Phil Sutherland and Rod Harvey, sponsored by Solway Park Hotel and Fagan Motors took part and competed very well.

Club member, Scott Lyttle represented New Zealand at the Oceania Games in New Caledonia as a mountain biker and duly won the gold medal in his event. Scott also rode in the World Mountain Bike Championships in Austria, again as a New Zealand representative. Scott has since won the NZ under 23 mountain bike championship and is showing great promise as a road cyclist.

Local riders Chris Bunny and Sue Lyttle took first and second places in our annual open handicap race, the 80km Clarke Cup, with riders from as far as Wellington and Wanganui also taking part.

Overall an, interesting and exciting year was experienced by the Athletics Masterton Cycling section.

Tony Matthews

Cycling Delegate.

Harriers Section

Harrier events during 2002-03 were generally well attended. A revised program which allowed for running almost every second weekend throughout the year has helped, no longer are people locked into events every weekend when other commitments beckon. This new program has also allowed for the extra keen, to enter Centre and National events without sacrificing or over tiredness for local events.

The Trust House cross-country series consistently attracted 70-90 runners despite wet and muddy conditions for most of the series.  

Our grateful thanks is extended to Doug Aplin and Steve Hannam, as co-ordinators of the events they went to a lot of effort and sacrificed their own races to ensure the rest of us could complete. These guys have spent 3 years organising the events and have decided to step down from the task for 2003. I look forward to them competing in a more relaxed manner and thank them for their tireless efforts over the last 3 years.

During the mid year harrier events, while numbers were not as high (as the Trust House series), there was still an increase over previous years. Events every second week was certainly something to get used to.

The Fagan Motors Wairarapa Country Half and Full Marathon came and went and it was great to see Athletic Masterton members supporting the event. Five club members ran the marathon and another 16 members did the half marathon several others did the walks and of course many others helped around the course on the day. With a new venue and rearranged course many favourable comments were received, which does bode well for next year’s event. The 2003 event will be held over the same course and will include the Wellington Centre marathon championships.

Another enthusiastic group worked quietly in the background organising the summer Trust House Road Series and was fronted by Julie Shakespeare; they provided successful events with numbers ranging from 50-80. A couple of revised courses have also helped to freshen the series up. One notable improvement was the Rangitumau hill run back in the series, over 50 runners lined up this year versus just over 30 last year when it wasn’t in the series.

A special thankyou to all others who helped timekeep, record, do results, set courses, remove courses, manned drink stations, morning teas and everything else that’s required to be done.  Remember a club wouldn’t be a club without lots of unnamed helpers, my thanks and the thanks of well over 100 runners and walkers are extended to you.

I would also like to extend thanks to the Sections two main sponsors, Trust House and Fagan Motors, without their support our events would be much harder to manage. I hope our members can in someway reciprocate their support.

I also express a big thankyou to the 2002 harrier committee, without the hard work of these people; events would be far less successful.

John Eccles



Julie Shakespeare

Tony Price



Doug Aplin 
Jim Collins



John Chesmar

During the year our section had many successes and it is only fitting that some of these achievements are recorded,

· National Title Championship holders

· Julie Rootes
 

      - Womens Marathon title 60 – 65 age group

· Tony Price, Graeme Butcher and Steve Hannam - National Club Teams Road Champions(masters)

· The Section Champions of 2002 

· Womens X Country



Bronwyn Johnson

· Mens X Country



Graeme Butcher

· Womens Road



Julie Shakespeare

· Mens Road




Tony Price

In conclusion I wish you well for the 2003 season and hope that you enjoy yourself and achieve any goals you set yourself. 

Graeme Butcher

Harrier Chairperson.

